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The Vel of the Fish Queen

Project Clean Water for All
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Clean Water for All

Mowndayvs Hw-pnl:-l::rmnfnLHnmm has become @ major issue, one that js beang tackled by many organwations and
countries armund the world. 1t i eatimated that of the wtal population, 1.4 billion peopie dv not have sccess 1o potable
water, 1 hillion uses unsale water on a daily basis and yearly 3.4 million people bocdme 1 dug W contaminated water.

According 1w UNICEF 2009 Staic of the World's Children report, only 65% of peeple living in Cambodia Tave access to
EEPFOYR WATET StufCEs, 1 Cambeodia for every 1000 five births, 70 dic befoee reaching the first yenr of age and 91 before
reaching five (2007). Many of these denths coulsd be prevented il the populition hod graser access to potable water. [n all
ireas where potsble water is not available, rin, pond and fver water is used for cooking, drinking and personal hygiene
To make this witer potable, it wiuld have 10 be boiled, filicred or disinfected, mcthods that are ou of reach of fenilics
who have meager eamnings used primurily 16 survive on a daily basis, Drinking unclean waier produces dinrrice, yphus.
and many other ilinesses that have a devistating efféct oo children and adalis abike. Being il children are hindered Trom
regularly gomg 1o school, serously affecting their adeguine physical and mental development,

Pestzbbe water 5 bissic nesd that a1l should have readily availsble, it betiers the geneml sanitury conditsans of the popula-
tion having multipiving elfects an personal wellbeing, health, productivity, and therefore improving the fife sonditions

“of thé population:

In order to décresse the morbidity and mortality rates of children living in Cambeshia, the project aims o improve the

access to potable witer in four ruril regions of the country. n the provinces ol Kompong Cham, Kompong Thom,
me;:ﬂﬁmmpmgﬂhm

The sirpteqy of intervention is based on the extended wse of witer filters as an effective and economic method of pota-
bilizing water, The filters are exiremely easy to use and tequire very simple maimenance cerered on a proper cleaning
Frequency. All the families that are benefited by the project will receive ome water filter and will be trained on how to
maintdin i,

The provision of & water filter will enly be a temporal solution for the problem unkess a change of habit is also achieved
The importance of the use of clean water o a daily bagis must be siressed to the point that it becomiss a priority, To tackle
the problem all the famslies will receive extensive training on the importnce of using chean water and he taught on the
different ways o prevent the |lInesses that are caused by this problem,

Also medical eheck aps will be givien o the children and all members of the beneficsary families 10 understand their cur-
rent medical conaition and, if sy kind of reatavent is necessary, ahermatives wall be provided,

Fimally, durng the weal extent of the project. our statf will make manthly visits 30 all the families that are benefictanes of
the project in order 1o ascertzin the application of the knowledge acquired on o daily basis. the geweral health condition off
the Families, und the adequare mse of the clean water o woter filter
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The Veil of the fish queen

story by Marilia Albanese
drawings by Maurizio Dotti
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It s an old siory of Hanuman, the
Monkey God.
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Once, in a thick jungle along the river,
there was a lermible creature. whose name
was Evil,

He had done a great favour to the jungle
Neak Taa who had granted him a special

power: he could not be hurt by anything,
person nor weapon, he was invulnerable,

The ugly and stinking egre claimed every
day for his meal & human being from the
nearby villages and the whole area had
plunged into despair.

What to do How to save the poor peasants
and their families from the greedy Evil?
All Heads of the villages involved met
to discuss the matter and decided to seek
advice from a venerable old Achar well
known for his wisdom, whe was living in
a hut near the pagoda.

The Achar histened corefully and then
retired in meditation. Evil was protected
by the Neak Taa spell and seemed really
unbeatable, while the Achar was only an
old man.

But he had high spiritual wisdom and
started to pray that the gods may send
a hero with great powers, strong and
talented, to help him destroy the wicked
micnster.
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So from heaven fell Honuman, The
powerful Monkey Gosd heard the story and
started o think, Nothing could hurt Evil,
its skin was harder than a crocodile’s. No
way to seraich it

Though. ... Hanuman thought he may have
got the right idea. The spell could protect
Evil from the owside. bot what sbout
mside? Maybe he was not fully invulner
able afier all,

Hanuman started  his walk  through
thifunglemdnshﬂappmuhadm

glade where the poor peasants took the

victims for Evil’s meals. he became sur-
rounded by o terrible stench. He saw be-
hind the trees the ground where the ogre
was eating, scatiered with bones, human
FEIMAins, escremenls,

The Monkey God tumed up his nose in
disgust but an even stronger stink mode
him sick: the monster wes approaching.

Henuman used his magic powers and
turned into & thinsmall boy,
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He started walking towards the horrible
creature. Evil was so disgusting, stained
with blood and dirt, with a vellowish
aily dribble pouring from nose and mouth.

“Who are you?" roared the monster,
“For sure nit my dinner. The peasants
will pay dearly for sending such a
skinny boy. vou look more like a toothpick
than a meal. As a matter of fact I'll use you
to clean my teeth™

sneered Evil giving off a stinky breath
and clotching the poor boy. The ogre
opened wide his mouth edged with black
sharp tecth, Hanuman, though disgusted,
quickly jumped into the throat of the beast
and soon reached his stomach.

Evil was puzzled, be scratched his
Scabby head and then shrug his shoulders.
Now he would go personally to the near-
est village for his lunch and would not be
satisfied with only one person,
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He took a few steps but had to cluich his
stomach with his hands. 1t was hurting and
wias visibly swelling. He thought he'd go
to the river to drink a gulp of water,

The giam leaned out over the water, while
Hanuman transformed back to his original
by and the monster's belly was growing,
growing. In a few minutes the Evil burst
with o terrible roar, and an unbelievable
shower of stinky pieces spread into the
nver, and the Evil dirty bits of flesh were
dragged hy the water down to the valley,
Water became dark and started o smell.

Hanuman went to the river 1o wash
himself of the Evil’s dirt and soon realized
whiat had happened,

The monkey hero hoped with all his heart
that water would soon turn clear, and
apparently after a while it seemed close 1o
normal, But it was not ¢lean.

Even though the pieces of the monster’s
body could no longer be seen, they had
polloted all water streams, baray, pools
and whoever drank got sick. A real
disaster.

donowiinme@olnoge Gigddsnne
nEmiimaih fanom: ﬁtuﬁt:nmmm.gnnumh&mn
meonfimeginnng iiwhAnemnmoin e
fméinimbaigito Ganefnm ngin@ieiedd
BnEnunwmefimfn

fanoiimsnasigunudum: neiiesg
Efunuaimietmfaisomiie  ofweanones:
mgmsidigony  aaiumgpieimgrnsl o
AT m;h:m-mmfnﬁrtniﬁmifrrqtrmummum
fanomeiminfeiae gupuAgmu s nmijpe
inddgronwgndmaod igb e i gs mon
rueslinnomagsiunig smenmniaggingsinn

ymwren Fiaods g podinnnlans
m:umﬁnnnmbrmmumaqmﬂqhﬂgqﬁfunﬁ‘mn
dgoofiguiimigeFneibueiiir  stmuE oo
in&mgﬂmszumm1sfn1mnnn.ﬁ:g$u§u Bhmoifu
mﬂqﬁﬂiﬂﬂﬂhﬂ ngwEnEHgueighFnd ddms
anBAnnngsumAImangRiunifions  (Rwmes
wmatsguginignidsinngwen  maddmegs
Hiinigihmdsaisy

agaitiysongmeguie: mmfmovigd o
manffun Enfoipmwenmumogefier Tinoe:
iihtinnemigoppisgme Gigindoeigen
feapagigiysBweage iz Fouhbame wio
b FemoiBuod moinnnanddngf e fanoie:
mainte ihu'n-ﬁmnmnﬂmﬂﬁnﬁumumﬁﬂqﬁn
mibiifat b Goy onwod fpa g [rnih
nl'lu:rmqunmpu;unmiummﬁi!rrinm Reyginni
#itAi AR A NG NG BGHNTEE A




— e -

T ———




14

Now people did not die eaten by Evil,
but because his flesh had infected the
waler.

Evil was dead but his power survived
in the water,

Hanuman was disheartened; what had he
done! He siared 1o think how to fix the
problem and thought of asking the help

of his beloved, the beautiful and powerful

Sovann Macha, She lived in water and was
the Queen of Fish, who but her could find
the cure!

The monkey hero was son of Wind and
with a powerful leap flew to the seashore
and with a flick of the il dived into
the deep water, reaching the wonderful
paviltion of shells, crystal and coral where
the beautiful Queen of Fish was resting on
a goiden bed.
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After greeting her, Hanuman told what
had happened and Sovann Macha soon
ook off ane of the fine veils that wrapped
her up and handed it w Hanuman, “Tell
the people to make a filter with my veil,
a simple toal but with great powers, ahle
10 stop the invisible bits of the Evil's budy
and turn back pureness to water,”
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v shall do it always, day after day.

ﬂrﬁrm mien, womnen, children and

m the danger will be averted

Hanuman joyfully took the beautiful
memmaid nto his arms and went back to
the earth to teach people how o protect
themselves from threats hidden in water

Since then, those who use the magic
filter of Sovann Macha, the Queen of Fish,
protect and keep in good health themselves
and their family,
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Hanuman was happy with his mission
went back to give the good news to the
poor peasants twice victim of the Evil's
spell.

Now thanks 10 Sovann Macha's Veil water
could once again be clean and clear for ail
o enjoy.
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Il Nodo Cooperazione Internazionale NGO

Il Nodo is a non profit organtzation founded in Haly at the beginning of 2008 by a group of friends
who, after travelling and staying in Cambodia, and being fascinated by its beauty and culture,
decided 10 join their effors, knowledge and professional  abilities, to colluborate in the
development of projects for this country,

Il Nodo, which in ltalian means “the knot™, envisions a tie between East and West, combining the
best of skills and the culture of both worlds to give birth to a new and richer quality of life for the less
privileged. Cur NGO has always been open o receive the support from public/privale organizations
ond individuals whe are imerested in proposing new ideas and projects, and also who are willing 1o
provide their skills and knowledge in order to enhance our intervenhions.

During its first year of life, [1 Nodo has collaborated with several organizations working in Cambodia
in order to provide support in the improvement and the impleméntation of cooperation projects.

On one of our mterventions, the project Clean Water for All, | Nodo has promoted the disiribution
of water filiers among familics of four rurl provinees of Cambodia, method that has been
successfully used before by many organizations i the battle sgamst unclean water and its
devastating consequences on the life of children. The distribution has also been supported by
hygiene courses taught by peers and & continuous follow up of all the families.

This story, written by a Khmer art cullure professer, imends to bind the use of _ﬁltemd water
to the roots of Khmer culture, in order to enhance the health conditions of the population.
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Marilia Albancse — Director of the
Lombardy Region section of Is.LA.O,
Italian Institute for Africa and the
Orient, at the University of Milan,
holds a degree in Sanskrit and Indolo-
gie and has conducted several studies
on the Indian and Khmer culiure, She
has published The Treasures of Ang-
kor, Angkor - Splendors of the Khmer
civilization, Culmral Travel Guide of
Angkor, all edited by White Star,

Maurizio Dotti — Has collaborated at
events in the world of advertising and
children’s illustrations for the French
and New Zealand markets. In ltaly
he cooperates on a regular basis with
“Sergio Bonelli Editer”. He also draws
the illustrabons for Halian comic
stories such as Zagor, Tex Willer and
Dampyr.
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